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Robert Stephenson was called 'the great-
est engineer of the present century'. No
one challenged this emphatic eulogy made
after his death on 12 October 1859.
Robert's colleagues ensured a resting
place in the nave of Westminster Abbey.
Joseph Locke, President of the Institution
of Civil Engineers, was a pallbearer.
Members of his profession; age-long asso-
ciates in other fields of interest, notably the
Electric Telegraph Company of which he
was President, surrounded the grave
placed centrally in the nation's mau-
soleum. Few were present out of duty.
Communication being the key word of his
ambition, everyone throughout the civi-
lized world travelling for anything other
than a short distance went by train, pow-
ered by what had become universally
known as the Stephenson locomotive.

Drawing largely on contemporary sources,
this book tells the compelling story of
Robert's immense achievements in the
field of locomotive history and engineering
and is written by the founder of the Robert
Stephenson Trust, Victoria Haworth.

92 pages softback. ISBN 0 9535 1621 0. 
Price £11.80 including UK post and pack-
aging. 

Stephenson 2009

12th October 2009 will be the 150th
anniversary of the death of Robert
Stephenson and there will be a number of
events to commemorate the passing of a
great man.

Meetings will be held in September in
both Newcastle and Berwick with the aim
of bringing the various organisations
together to coordinating effort an max-
imise publicity.

High Level Bridge reopened to vehicu-
lar traffic on 2nd June 2008

The final element of the works was the
installation of extra crash barriers on each
side of the roadway, leaving space for
only one lane of traffic. The bridge now
operates only in a southbound (towards
Gateshead) direction and carries only
bus, taxi and north- and southbound
pedestrian traffic.

STEPHENSON QUARTER
DEVELOPMENTS

At the time of writing (early August) the
planning application remains to be deter-
mined and the lease of the ‘Works’ nego-
tiations continue. Whilst the future
remains uncertain the Trust continues to
be very active in trying to secure a satis-
factory outcome. 

The trust has commissioned some brick-
work pointing on the western wall adjacent
to Sussex Street as part of the ongoing
obligations to maintain the buildingpoin

Silverlink holdings have formed a new
subsidiary known as Stephenson (Special
Projects) Ltd. (SSPL) with the objective to
deliver an arts and culture programme
together with a historic interpretation pro-
gramme for the Stephenson Quartern dur-
ing and after the regeneration. The com-
pany has appointed Harry James to devel-
op ideas with the aim of fullfilling the
objectives.

Harry James FRICS FAPM is a Chartered
Surveyor and Building Project Manager
qualified as a Fellow of The Royal
Institution of Chartered Surveyors and is a
Fellow of The Association for Project
Management. He has extensive experi-
ence in managing heritage projects and is
currently chairman of the North Pennine
Heritage Trust.

The Robert Stephenson Trust is keen to
be involved with, and support the work of
SSPL and it is hoped that an effective
partnership can be formed.

The planning application consultation

process continues with many varied views
being expressed.

Edinburgh based firm Malcolm Fraser,
Architects are engaged on the design of
the proposed Stephenson Quarter rede-
velopment and have produced a number
of images of how the development will
look.

Proposed Stephenson Square with the
Western side of Stephenson Works seen

on the left of the drawing.

Stephenson Memorial, (George)
Westgate Road, Newcastle

by John Graham Lough (1798-1876)

In April 1859 Lough's plaster model was exhibited in
the nearby Literary and Philisophical Society before it
was sent down to London to be cast in Bronze. On 3rd
October 1862 the monument was inaugurated at an
elaborate ceremony attended, so it was claimed, by
over 100,000 spectators.



Scouts Were…Scouts Are…
Exhibition at Stephenson Works

It is perhaps a little known fact in Scouting
circles that the godfather of the founder of
the Scout movement was Robert
Stephenson. Baden-Powell's full name was
Robert Stephenson Smyth Baden-Powell
and he was a frequent visitor to the North
East. More of Baden-Powell's life is fea-
tured in the 'Scouts were…. Scouts are…..'
exhibition which has just opened at the
Stephenson Works, 20 South Street,
Newcastle. 

The exhibition includes photographs of
Scouts in the region throughout the years,
alongside uniforms, memorabilia and per-
sonal stories and items contributed by
Scouts past and present.  

Visitors also have the opportunity to tour
the offices of Robert Stephenson and
Company, the world's first dedicated loco-
motive factory and who were at one time
one of the largest employers on Tyneside. 

The Stephenson works and exhibition is
open on 9th 10th August, 11th 12th,13th
and 14th September between 11am and
3pm. Groups can arrange to visit at other
times by contacting the Robert Stephenson
Trust on 0191 222 0905. 
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Institution of Civil Engineers 
commission painting of 

Royal Border Bridge

The Institution of Civil Engineers North East
has made a special presentation to mark
the retirement of one of its team.

Michael Taylor MBE has recently retired as
regional development engineer for ICE
North East, a position he took up in June
1999.

As a Trustee of the Robert Stephenson
Trust, a print from a painting commissioned
by ICE for the regional Robert Stephenson
Awards was presented to Michael on his
retirement. This depicts one of Robert
Stephenson's finest structures..

Royal Border Bridge is a Grade I listed rail-
way viaduct built between 1847 and 1850,
when it was opened by Queen Victoria. The
bridge is 659 metres long. It has 28 arches,
constructed of brick but aesthetically faced
with stone. The bridge is 38 metres above
the river itself. In the 1990s it underwent
significant repair work for the first time.

The Robert Stephenson Awards are ICE
North East's Merit Awards named to mark
its centenary in 1991.  The objective of the
Robert Stephenson Awards is to give
recognition to outstanding examples of
design and construction undertaken by
members within ICE North East. 

In 2003 Jon Hall (the limner) was commis-
sioned by ICE NE for a series of 12 paint-
ings as prizes fror the Robert Stephenson
awards.
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The Northumberland Scouts Exibition cel-
ebrating 100 years since the movement
was founded by Robert Stephenson
Smyth Baden-Powell, godson (and some
say son) of Robert Stephenson has trans-
fered from Woodhorn Museum to the boil-
ershop.

The exhibition can be viewed during nor-
mal open weekends or on other occas-
sions by special arrangement.

A special descriptive panel has been pre-
pared to highlight the founder of the
Scouting movement and Robert
Stephenson. featured on the panel is a
reproduction of a portrait of Baden
Powell’s mother and frield of Robert
Stephenson, Henrietta, third wife of
Professor Powell and a socially ambitious
lady keen for her children to be success-
ful.

Boilershop Gossip

On Saturday 28th June a photograph of
the statue of George Stephenson at
Chesterfield Station was unveiled at
Tapton House, the last residence of
George. It is in the hall of the building in a
prominent position. Trustee and trust
geneologist Robert Stephenson Roper
was present and had an opportunity to
view the house which has been well pre-
served notwithstanding being altered for
use as a grammar school for about sixty
years.

TAPTON HOUSE



The Stephenson Railway Museum, Middle
Engine Lane, North Shields  is home to
George Stephenson's 'Billy', which is joined
by many other engines from the great age
of steam including 'Jackie Milburn', named
after the Newcastle United legend.

Rides on a real steam train can be taken
and the story of coal and electricity's impact
on ordinary people's lives can be discov-
ered. Fun activities for all ages are regular-
ly held alongside temporary exhibitions.

Stephenson Railway Museum is managed
by Tyne & Wear Museums on behalf of
North Tyneside Council.

As well as special events, you can come
along to enjoy a ride on a steam train every
Sunday and Bank Holiday Monday until the
end of October.

Open each weekend from 30th March to 1
November from 11am-4pm. Christmas spe-
cials run each weekend in December
.

THE ROCKET  
Full steam ahead for new engine 

The first steam engine built to run on the
UK mainline for almost 50 years has made
a successful trial run.

Tornado was funded and assembled by
steam enthusiasts in Darlington in an 18-
year project costing £3m.

The 72ft (22 metre) engine is based on the
Peppercorn A1 locomotive, which British
Railways withdrew from service in the
1960s.

The loco made its first public move under
its own steam on Friday morning in front of
a crowd of onlookers.

Once fully running and certified it will be
used to haul charter trains operating on
Network Rail.

The A1 Steam Locomotive Trust project
has raised more than £2.9m through
deeds of covenant, commercial sponsor-
ship and loans, but a further £66,000 is
needed to pay for tests and trials. 
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Tenterden 
Kent

Dear all, 

Hi my name is Sarah I am 11 years old
and I go to Wittersham primary
school. I am doing a project on
Robert Stephenson and I need a lot
of information, photos, pictures,
newspaper clippings and anything else
that would be useful. Mum spoke to
John Clayson ( Tyne and Wear muse-
ums) and he suggested I write to you.
Please can I have an information pack
and postcards. If you need any money
or permission please phone my mum.-
Diane.

I think Robert Stephenson was bril-
liant - away ahead of his time. If it
was not fur (sic) him do you think
trains are what they are today. We
have a lot to thank him for and not a
lot is none (sic) about him - I've had
trouble getting anything on him,
please can you help me? Me (sic) Mum
tried to ring you and has left a mes-
sage on the phone. She hates talking
to leave messages. Anything on
Robert Stephenson would be good  -
do you have a school education pack
for school children who are doing
projects on him? My mum could have
one please.
thankyou 

Sarah.

Tenterden 
Kent

hello,

Its me Sarah. I’ve put £15 in this
letter for the  things on Robert
Stephenson. I took the money from
my piggy bank. Thankyou for phoning
my Mum- it was very nice of you. I
hoope to hear from you soon.
your friend 

Sarah

20, South Street
Newcastle upon Tyne

Dear Sarah,
Here is a schools education pack
some fact sheets on Robert
Stephenson, company, and
Locomotive works, some leflets and
postcards. I hope you find them use-
ful. 

yours,
Robert Stephenson Trust 

Wound you like an Information PacK

Contact the Robert Stephenson Trust at 20
South Street, Newcastle.

Letter to Editor


